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RETIRED EIU PROFESSOR CONTINUES HIS STUDY OF LATIN AND GREEK CULTURE
CHARLESTON, IL.--Retirement from Eastern Illinois University has not
let Dr. Paul Kirby, former Associate Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences, escape from civilization.
He says, "According to Gilbert Highet, 'Civilization is the life of
the mind.' And I'm still working on becoming civilized."
Kirby, who retired last March after 24 years of service to Eastern,
continues to delve into Latin and Greek culture. His most recent project
is the translation of a letter from Aeneas Silvius (Pope Pius II) to
Mohammed II, Sultan of the Turks, who was responsible for the fall of
Constantinople in May 1453.
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In the letter, the equivalent of 60 typed single-spaced pages, the
Pope explained how his religion, Catholicism, and Mohammed's Islam
religion differed, and why Catholicism was the truth. He then asked
Mohammed to convert to Christianity, according to Kirby.
Kirby is proud of his career accomplishments, which have included a
promotion from professor of foreign languages to associate dean of the
College of Arts.and Sciences during his 24-year career at Eastern.
Not only has he presented several major lectures and written some
publications, but he has also authored a short novel, titled "The
Autobiography of Hercules," a story told from Hercules' point of view. It
is based on classical sources and was published by Bolchazy-Carducci
Publishers, Inc.
Kirby, who said Eastern offered Latin as a major when he arrived in
1964, says there is still a need for Latin in modern education. "It is
necessary to stop the 'dumbing down' of America," he said.
He added that there are indications that students today are becoming
less capable of coping with the written word.
"Latin and Greek have left a heavy impact on the specialized
vocabulary of English, and many of the great writers in English literature
were steeped in Latin and Greek. We can ignore, but we cannot escape our
roots, which are deeply planted in the culture of Rome and Greece. Latin
was the international language of Europe until the 15th century and
later," Kirby said.
"Unless we continue to have persons who can read this language
(Latin), we shall be unable to understand much of the past of the Western
world," he added.
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Highlights of Kirby's teaching experience at Eastern include
nominating Daniel Franklin, the only Eastern student to receive a Woodrow
Wilson Fellowship, and instructing Latin major Larry Cartmill, who after
graduate study at the University of Texas, received a Fulbright award to
study in Rome.
When asked about his most memorable classroom experience, he recalls
the day he asked a student, "Who killed Julius Caesar?" The student
responded, "I don't know. I wasn't here that day."
Kirby's career in education spans more than 30 years. His first
teaching job was at Harmony Township Junior High School in Harmony
Township, Pennsylvania, where he taught Latin and history.
Later he taught Latin and English and was a part-time counselor at
Westinghouse High School in Pittsburgh, Pa.
A native of Pittsburgh, Kirby received his master's degree in Latin at
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. He earned his doctorate in classics
through a combination of regular course work and eight summer sessions at
the University of Pittsburgh. He also has studied at the American School
of Classical Studies in Athens, Greece.
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